D 


A 


75 8 4 5 

' 6 * 3 

| þ | | 
1 my 

| * 

i * - 


TO THE. 


— 


AR N 
* — 


DEVOUT PERFORMANCE 


private PR AV E R. 


i 
} 
— — — 


Maxx viii. 38. Whoſoevgr ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of 
my Words, in this adulterous and finful Generation; of 
him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he com 
eth in the Glory of his Father with the Holy Angels. 

2 THEss. v. 17. Pray without ceaſing. In every Thing 
give Thanks: For this is the Will of GO DN CHRIST. 
ZESUS concerning you. e 
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By the Moſt Reverend Dr. EDWARD S TNG, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam in IRELAND 3 Author of 
An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences, which Men 

uſually make for their not coming to the Holy Commu- 
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Serious and Devout READER. 


CHE following Paper is written for the Uſe of a ſober 
A Man, who, having always had ſome Senſe of Religion, is 


Jer ſenſible that he has not been careful in the Performance of 


the Duties of it; and particularly in that of PRA TER 
wherein he has often. lamented that he has found his Thoughts 
#:ſually very apt to wander. For which Reaſon the Forms here 
recommended to him, are divided into ſhort Paragraphs, that 
be pray the more eaſily keep his Mind attentive to them. I 
hope they may be of ſome Service both to him and others : And 
if a Man will take the Pains to commit them, or others of the 
Wie Import, to his Memory; he may pray in a Manner accept- 
leto GOD, not only in his Cloſet, but wherever elſe he is 
or may be. 
I Thereis nothing in any of theſe Forms but what may, with 
#-pood Conſcience, be made uſe of by Chriſtians of all Per- 
ſuaſcons. - And therefore I ſhall venture to recommend them 
to thoſe of the Church of Rome, who deſire to Pray with 
their Underſtanding, according to St. PAUL's Rule. 1 Cor. 
. e 
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BOOKS Printed for T. Txvz, near Gray's Inn Gate in Holbourn, 


1. A Centlemar's Religion, in Three Parts: The Firſt contajns the 
* Principles of Natural Religion; the Second and Third, the 
Dockrines of Cbriſtianity, both as to Faith and Practice. With an 
| x, wherein it is proved, That nothing contrary to our 
Reaſon can poffibly be the Cee of our Belief, but that it is no uſt 
Exception againſt ſome of the Dofrrnes of Chriſtianity that they 
are above our Reaſon.. By the Moſt Reverend Dr. EDwArD Syrer, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland. The Sixth Edition. Price 
bound 23. - | 
II. A Short View of the Profaneneſs and Immorality of the Ex- 
L154 Stage; with the ſeveral Defences of the ſame, in anſwer to 
Mr. Congreve, Dr. Drake, &c. The Fifth Edition. Price bound 43. 
III. A Compendious View of the Religion of Nature delineated ; 
being an Abridgment of Mr. Wollaſton's Treatiſe under that Title. 
To. which is added an Appendix concerning the Chriſtian Religion. 
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TO THE 


| DEvouTr PERFORMANCE 


Private PRAYER. 
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OU deſire to have ſuch a Form of pri- 
vate Prayer. compoſed for you, as may 
be well adapted to your Circumſtances. 

| » The Forms which I here ſend you, I 
hope may be uſeful not only to yourſelf, but to 


others alſo; altho? their Circumſtances may not be 


exactly the ſame with yours, | 

In the publick Worſhip of Gop, either in the 
Church or Family, the Devotion of the whole 
Congregation ought to be united; and it is by 


much the moſt convenient way that it ſhould be 


expreſſed in ſuch Words as are known beforehand ; 
that all the People may prepare their Hearts to join 
in them. Bur in your private Deyotions there is 
no Neceſlity that you ſhould confine yourſelf to a 
certain Form of Words. For Gop knows your 
Thoughts. But yet a Form of Words may be of 
very good Uſe to keep you attentive to what you. 
are about. | 

Whenever you are going to addreſs yourſelf to 
Gop in Prayer whether Publick or Private; Firſt 
compoſe your. Thoughts, and withdraw them, as 
much as poſſibly you. can, from every thing os 
| | A. 2. | an 
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make uſe of them. I. 4 


[4] 
and lift up your Mind in this or ſome ſuch like 
Ejaculation. 1 
de Great and glorious LoRD God! poſſeſs my 

O * Mind with a devour and awful Appre- 
** henſion of Thy Greatneſs, Thy Goodneſs, Thy 
* Juſtice, Thy Mercy, Thy Preſence in all Places, 


and Thy Knowledge of all Things. And give 


© me a juſt Senſe of that great Privilege which 
Thou vouchſafeſt to us Thy Creatures, notwith- 


< ſtanding our Sinfulneſs and Unworthineſs, of 


* offering up our Supplications to Thee our Great 
“Creator, and more eſpecially in the Name, and 


* through the Mediation of thy well beloved Son 


* Jzsvs CHñRISTH our Lord. Make me atrentive and 
* devout in theſe my humble Addreſſes to Thee. 
Hear my Prayer, and Tet» my Cry come unto 
Thee; for JESUS CHRIST's Sake. Amen. 

Whenever you go to the publick Worſhip of 
Gop; before the Service begins, offer up this or 
ſome ſuch Ejaculation both for yourſelf and the 
whole Congregation: And then keep your Mind 
compoſed. | 


Under this general Word Prayer, four Things 
are contained. Firſi, Confeſſion of Sins, and beg- 
ging the Pardon of them. - Secondly, Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to Gop. Thirdly, Interceſſion for 
all the reſt of Mankind. And Fourthly, Petition 
for all the Bleſſings which the Perſon or Perſons 
praying more immediately ſtand in need of, None 
of which ought to be omitted, whenever we ſo- 
lemnly addreſs ourſelves to Gop, whether publick- 
ly or privately. Altho' it is not material in what 
Order they are placed. The Forms of theſe, which 
I here ſend you, are couched in few Words. 
Your Devotion will often prompt you to enlarge 
upon them (I hope) in your Thoughts, as you 
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| 1 1. 4 Form for the Confel ton of Sins, and begging 
my the Pardon of them. 
re- | | 
hy cc Great and Glorious Loxp Gop! with: 
=, « Shame and Confuſion I lay my Sins, 
ive © which are very many, before Thee: And wit 
ich © Horror I conſider the great Guilt which I have 
th= «c thereby contracted, and the Puniſhment which 
of * © T juſtly deſerve for them. 


eat © have finned in my Inclinations and Deſires, 
nd „ in my Words and Actions. 


4 have ſinned in my Childhood, my Youth, 


on 
nd | « and my riper Age; through Haſte and Paſſion, 
free. © and with Thought and Deliberation, contrary. 
nto _ © to the Checks and Reſtraints of my own Con-- 
© ſcience. 

of E have made Vows and Reſolutions a 

or E particular Sins, and have not been watchful 4 
the ce ver myſelf to keep them ; but have returned to- 
ind c. the ſame Sins again. 

F I have omitted and neglected to do thoſe things 
nes © which I ought to have done, and have done 
eg- « thoſe things which I ought not to have done. 
and {© Mine Iniquities have taken hold upon me, ſo that” 
for I am not able to look up; they are more than be 
ion « Hairs of my Head; therefore my Heart faileth ne 
ons (Pal. xl. 12.) and-would for ever fail me, were 
one it not for thy Mercy in and through IEsus CyrisT.” 
ſo- _ © our Saviour and Redeemer. 


« O Gracious Gop! give me a juſt and deep 
« Senſe of my many and crying Sins. Make me,, 
* in a Godly manner, truly ſorrowful and peni- 
4 tent for them, and grant me the full and free 
« Pardon of them all, for the Sake of IExsus CHRIST. . 

&« Give me Grace, that I may be careful and 
12 warchful over my Thoughts, aclinations, De- 


* 
1 6 ] L 
80 ſires, Words, and Actions; and make them l 
Ay conformable to thy holy Will and Law. 
. Work in me both to will and to do of thy % 
cc Pleaſure (Phil. ii. 13.) work the Work of true 
de Sanctification in me; and create in me a De- 
cc teſtation and Abhorrence of every Thing that is 
contrary to thy holy Will and Law. 

Make me deeply ſenſible of, and in a Godly 
ce Manner penitent for the great and ſinful Neg. 
ce lect, of which I have all along been guilty, in 
i curing on the Work of Sanctification within 
Te O grant me the full Pardon of all that is 
& 5 oþ and make me careful and diligent for the 
* Time to come, that I may never again return to 
* my Sins. And this I humbly beg for the Sake 
ce of thy well beloved Son Jesys CHRIST our Lord. 

Hide thy Face from my Sin; and blot out all mine 
c Tniquities. Create in me @ clean Heart, O GOD; 
cc and renew a right Spirit within me. Caft me not 
c a from thy Preſence; and take not thy Holy | 
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pirit from me. Reſtore unto me the Foy of thy 
c Salvation; and uphold me with thy free Spirit.” 
P fal. li. 97 &c. 


II. A Form of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to Gob. 


„ A LL Honour and Glory, Praiſe and Thankſ- 
þ ce giving be rendered unto Thee, O God; 
cc for thine infinite Excellencies and Perfections, 
© whereby Thou ſo far excelleſt all other Things; 
2 which are but Thy Creatures, and the Work of 
* Thy Hands. 
fs For thy Mercy and Goodneſs to all Thy Crea- | 
< tures; particularly to Mankind. 
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« For our Creation, and the rational Souls which [ 
Thou haft go us, endowed with ſo man 


* For 


„ noble Facult 
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ce For our Food, Raiment, and all the Neceſſi- 
cc ries, Conveniencies, and Comforts of this Life, 
& which Thou has ſo bountifully beſtowed on us 


“ For our Preſervation from ſo many Dangers, 


ec wherewith we are every Day encompaſled, and 
c which we eſcape only by thy watchful Provi- 
ce dence over us. | fe” 
« But above all, for the Knowledge of Thee, 
ce and of Thy Holy Will and Law, which Thou 
ce haſt been pleaſed to give us, partly by our own 
& Reaſon, and more fully by that Revelation 
«© which Thou haſt made in Thy Holy Word, for 
« the quietting of our Minds and Conſciences 
“ here, and the guiding us to eternal Happineſs 
cc hereaſter. | | 
<« For the ſending of Thy beloved Son into this 
c World, to take our Nature upon him, and to 
c undergo ſo many bitter Sufferings for us, to re- 
c deem us from the Slavery of Sin, and the Pu- 
< niſhment due to it, and to bring us to everlaſt- 
« ing Life and Happineſs. | 
<« For the Gifts and Graces of Thy Holy Spirit 
ce beſtowed upon us, to further us in the Way of 
6 Salvation. | | 
« And for all the Means of Grace, and the well 
c grounded Hope of eternal Glory, which Thou 
“ haſt vouchſafed to us by our Bleſſed Lord and 
4 Saviour JEsUs CHRIST. | 
“ For theſe and all other Thy Bleſſings and 
“ Mercies to me and to all Mankind, I humbly 
« offer up unto Thee my Praiſes and Thankſgivings; 
c“ beleeching Thee ſo to touch the Hearts of us 
< all with a due Senſe of them, that we may ſhew 


forth thy Praiſe not only with our Lips, but in 


< our Lives, by walking before Thee in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all our Days; through Jesvs 
& CHRIST our Lord; To whom wich Thee and 


« tþ 


5% 
© the HoLy GrosT be all Honour and: Glory; 
« World without End. Amen.” 


III. A Form of Interceſſion, or Supplication for ali 


en. 
2 


< A TOT for myſelf alone, O Gop, but alſo 
* for all Mankind, High and Low, Rich 

ce and Poor, Friends, Strangers, and Enemies, I 

& offer up my Prayers and Supplications to Thee. 


“ Spread the Knowledge of Thy Goſpel and 
© true Religion throughout the whole World; 
© and bring all Men to the true Faith in Thee 


« and Thy Son JEsus CHRIST. | 
“Grant that All, who profeſs Thy Goſpel, may 


© lay aſide all unneceſſary Diſputes and Contro- 


cc verſies, and agree in thoſe Things which Thou 
ce baſt made neceſſary to eternal Salvation. 

« Grant that they may all live in the true Fear 
© of Thee, in ſincere Love and Charity one to- 


« ward another; and in the conſcientious Practice 


© of Sobriety, Temperance, _ Chaſtity, Humility, 
« and all other Chriſtian Virtues and Graces : 


* That their Light may ſo ſhine before Men, that 


© they, ſeeing their good Works, may glorify Thee our 
c Heavenly Father. Mat. v. 16. 


“ Deliver Thy Church, every where, from Per- 


cc ſecution and Oppreſſion; that all, who are peace-- 
“ able and truly conſcientious, may have the Li- 


« berty. of ſerving Thee with a pure Conſcience. 


e Bleſs all Kings, Princes and Magiſtrates; 
* more eſpecially thoſe who are of the true Faith 
© and Religion; and among them more particu- - 
© larly, our Gracious Sovereign Lord. King 


© GEORGE, and all who are put in Authority un- 


4 der Him. Move and effectually incline all their 


— Hearts impartially to adminiſter Juſtice, duly 


" TEMDered. - 


[9] 


q ce tempered with Equity for the Good of Man- | 


c kind; and ſincerely to promote Peace, Virtue, 
e true Religion, and Piety throughout the whole 
Earth. | | 


© Together with our Sovereign Lord the Kine, 


cee bleſs and proſper all the Royal Family : And 
e grant that there may never want one of them, in a 


ce due Succeſſion, to ſway the Sceptre of theſe 
« Kingdoms in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Proſ- 


! © perity, as long as the World ſhall laſt. 


6“ Bleſs all the Biſhops, Paſtors, and Teachers 


+ © of the whole Chriſtian Church. Make them 


cc all holy and exemplary in their Lives, pure in 
© their Doctrine, and faithful and diligent in the 
“ Diſcharge of their ſeveral Duties; that by their 


Means, through thy Grace co-operating with 


ce them, true and pure Religion, both as to Faith 
ce and Practice, may be planted and rooted in the 
ce Hearts of all who profeſs the Name of CHRIST. 

< Give us ſuch Plenty of the kindly Fruits of 
ce the Earth, and make us fo diligent, frugal, and 
e prudent in the Management of them, as that 
* no Men may want Food, Raiment, or the com- 
ce mon Neceſſaries of Life; and teach us all to be 
« well content with whatſoever Thou ſhalt think 
« fit to beſtow upon us. 

* Look down upon all who labour under Po- 
e verty, Pain, Sickneſs, or any other Calamity. 
© Sanctify their ſeveral Afflictions to them; give 
them Patience to bear, them, and in thy good 
« Time a happy Deliverance from them. 

* Pardon my Enemies, and turn their Hearts 
* and: mine to Love and Charity. Look down 
* upon all my Friends and Acquaintance, and up- 
on all Mankind, and ſhower down thy Bleſſ- 
< ings ſpiritual and temporal upon us all, in ſuch 

Manner 
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© Manner and Meaſure as Thou knoweſt to be 
© beſt and fitteſt for each of us, and moſt con- 
4 , ducing to our Support and Comfort here, and 


our eternal Happineſs hereafter; through IEsus 
4 CHRIST our Lord. To whom, 2 ” 


A ſhort Form of Petition for yourſelf and Family. 


bo. O Good Gop, look down upon me Thy un- 

« worthy Servant, and upon my Wife and 
& Family; and all the Bleſſings ſpiritual and tem- 
« poral, which I have prayed for in the behalf of 
* others, be pleaſed to ſhower down upon me and 
« mine, according to our Circumſtances and Ca- 
ce pacities. 

ce Again and again, I beſeech Thee, make us 
« all truly penitent for all our Sins, thankful for 
& all thy Mercies, diligent in the Performance of 
ce all Duties, and careful to avoid all Sin and Wick- 
© edneſs; and grant us the Pardon of all we have 
te done amiſs in the whole Courſe of our Lives. 

& Make us willing to die, whenever thou ſhalt 
ce think fit to call us away, and fit and prepare 
© us, by true Faith, ſincere Repentance, and a 
holy Life, for Death and a happy Eternity; and 
ce grant us an eaſy Paſſage out of this World, in 
« Peace and Quietneſs of Mind and Conſcience, 
ce and true Reconciliation with Thee, and, if it 
© be Thy bleſſed Will, without Pain or Torment 
« of Body. 

« As long as Thou ſhalt be pleaſed to continue 
ce us in this Life, grant to us Eaſe, Health, Strength, 
ce à quiet and contented Mind, a right Underſtanding 
«Food, Raiment, and all the Nedeſſaries of Life, 
ce in ſuch a Meaſure as thæu knoweſt to be beſt and 
ce ſjtteſt for us. But above all, grant us thy Grace, 
that we 1 8 live holily, vircuouſly, religiouſly, 


and 
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de and piouſly here, and be eternally happy with 


cc Thee hereafter. Continue this Bleſſing to my 
ce lateſt Poſterity. b 

cc And whatſoever thou knoweſt to. be beſt and 
ce fitteſt for us and for all Mankind, I humbly beg 
cc in the Name and through the Mediation of thy 
« Son, our Lord JESUS CHRISTH. To whom, with 
cc Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 


* Glory now and for ever. Amen. 


4 © Our Father, &c. The Grate of our Lord 


JEsus CHRIST, &c.“ 


In the repeating or reading this Form of Prayer, 
and more eſpecially the Lord's Prayer; at the End 


of each Sentence or Period, make a little Pauſe, 


and recolle& in your Mind what it is that you 
have laſt ſaid. This, with God's Bleſſing, will 
be a good Help to keep your Thoughts from wan- 
dering, and to make you attentive upon what you 
are doing. For without Attention, there can be 
no true Devotion. Lak | 
This Form of Prayer, for the moſt Part, is con- 


L Ceived in general Words. You may, in your own 
Mind, inſert what Particulars you ſhall think fit 
in it, or make Additions to it, as you proceed in 
4 the uſing of it. I pray for you, and am your, c. 


I recommend to you the following Meditation; which 
is an old Tranſlation from the French. However 
mean the Poetry may appear, I am ſure you will 
approve of the Senſe of it. 


<CWEET Jzsus! who ſhall give me Wings 
I © Of pure and Heav'nly Love; 

8 That I may fly from earthly Things, 

And dyell with Thee above? 


+ 7% 

ec For There are Joys both firm and faſt, 

F «© Where no Man doth lament; ' 

| & But Here are Toys, which, firſt or laſt, 
© All mortal Men repent. 


I & Therefore my Soul doth loath the Things, 
. & 'Wherein ſhe took Delight; 
| © And unto Thee, the King of Kings, 

c Poth fly wich all her Might. 


e Buyt ſtill the Weight of Fleſh and Blood 
Does fo her Flight reſtrain, 

| cc That oft” I ſtrive, but do ſmall Good; 
| 

4 
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&« I riſe and fall again. 


© Lo thus, Dear Lord, I fly about, 
15 © In weak and woful Caſe ; 
Like to the Dove Noah ſent out, 
. * Which found no reſting Place. 


| | . My weary'd Wings, ſweet Jesus, mark; 
' * And when thou ſeeſt it beſt, 


| . Stretch forth thy Hand from out the Ark, 
e And take me to thy Reſt.” 


F. A ſport Meditation againſt the Fear of Death. 


| 

| 

| 3 HY ſhould I fear what all muſt undergo? 

v5 YY © Why ſhould I fear the End of all my Woe? 

© Why ſhould I fear the only Way to Bliſs? 

| | e And without which no Happineſs there is? 

| e Why ſhould the Weary fear to go to Reſt ? 

It © © The Courſe, which Gob has ſettled, ſure is beſt. 
The Sting of Death is gone: Why ſhould I fear 
„What Jesus CHRIST enables me to bear? 
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